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March 26, 2025
To: Members of Congress
CC: Department of Interior Secretary Doug Burgum

As local elected officials from across the Western U.S., we know firsthand that protected public lands sustain our
communities and serve as the cornerstone of our outdoor way of life. These lands include traditional homelands of
Indigenous populations and vital watersheds for downstream communities. They also host outstanding fish and
wildlife habitat and provide opportunities for outdoor recreation, including camping, hiking, paddling, hunting and
fishing, and picnicking. Protected public lands are the backbone of our mountain communities, and right now they
are under threat, which is why we must fight back to ensure these critical resources are protected and preserved
for generations to come.

Public lands are a Major Driver for our Economies. A recent report from the National Park Service found that visitor
spending in communities near national parks resulted in a record high $55.6 billion benefit to the nation’s economy
and supported 415,400 jobs last year. A 2020 study of communities near 14 monuments designated between 1991
and 2014 demonstrated that boosts in new businesses and jobs were associated with new monuments. Protected
public lands, including national monuments, create jobs, enhance communities, and help boost local outdoor

recreation economies which contributed 2.3 percent ($639.5 billion) of current-dollar gross domestic product (GDP)

for the nation in 2023.

Protected Public Lands are Popular. Protected public lands have overwhelming support from both the public and
local elected officials. According to a 2023 Conservation in the West Poll, 84% of Westerners - including 71% of
Republicans - are more likely to support presidents who use their power to protect existing public lands. Similarly,
the 2024 poll found that 85 percent support creating new national parks, national monuments, national wildlife
refuges and Tribal protected areas to protect historic sites or areas for outdoor recreation.

Public Lands have Bi-partisan Support. Protecting these places is also a winning issue on both sides of the aisle.
Since the Antiquities Act was passed, 18 presidents - nine Democratic and nine Republican - have designated or
expanded over 160 national monuments across the country. These presidents exercised their authority under the
Antiquities Act, created many iconic and beloved monuments, including the Statue of Liberty, Giant Sequoia, Muir
Woods, Great Sand Dunes, and Chimney Rock, among others.

The important role public lands play in our lives cannot be overstated. But our cherished public lands are facing dire
threats - from the Trump administration; lawmakers working to transfer control to the states and potential resulting
privatization; a proposal from House Budget Committee majority staff to sell off public lands to pay for other
priorities in the budget reconciliation process; attempts to change the Antiquities Act; increased development; and
dire climate change impacts.

Mountain communities depend on healthy and accessible public lands to survive. But increased fossil fuel
development on public lands, weakened environmental regulations, and fast tracking or eliminating environmental
reviews for proposed projects jeopardizes both our public lands and public health while contributing to the climate
crisis by causing the release of vast amounts of potent greenhouse gas emissions. Fossil fuel extraction on public
lands generates nearly 25 percent of the United States’ climate change causing emissions. These emissions directly
affect our Western mountain communities as we deal with dire, long-term, and costly health and climate impacts like
the release of harmful methane gas, year-long wildfire seasons, drought, flooding, and extreme weather.

Yet, we know that opening more lands and waters for oil drilling won’t lower energy prices and the United States is
currently producing more oil than at any point in history. Rather, by protecting our public lands and reducing oil and




gas leasing, we can mitigate the climate crisis that is significantly impacting our communities, local farmers and
ranchers, our outdoor recreation and tourism economies, and overall public health and well-being.

We, as Western local elected officials, are tasked with finding creative solutions to the many challenges that come
with the ever-increasing popularity of our public lands, our growing infrastructure needs, and the devastating and
expensive impacts of climate change. We know that our public lands play a critical role in our way of life and help
make the communities where we live what they are, while contributing to a healthier and better tomorrow for future
generations.

A balanced approach to public lands management for the West, as well as increased funding to manage these
lands, would improve access and help protect some of our most important wildlife habitat, migration corridors,
treasured recreation areas, critical water resources, and Indigenous cultural sites.

Now more than ever we must continue to take and support meaningful actions to both address the climate crisis and
protect our public lands. We urge you to continue to support the protection of healthy public lands and take strong
climate action.

We ask you to fully fund our public lands, oppose the sale of public lands in the Budget Reconciliation Package,
and oppose any attempts to change the Antiquities Act or reduce the size of our national monuments.

Sincerely,

Chair of the County Board of Supervisors Judy Begay, Coconino County, Arizona
Vice Chair of the County Board of Supervisors Patrice Horstman, Coconino County, Arizona
County Supervisor Jeronimo Vasquez, Coconino County, Arizona
County Supervisor Lena Fowler, Coconino County, Arizona
County Supervisor Tammy Ontiveros, Coconino County, Arizona
Mayor Becky Daggett, City of Flagstaff, Arizona
Vice Mayor Austin Aslan, City of Flagstaff, Arizona
Vice Mayor Michael Stabile, Town of Patagonia, Arizona
County Supervisor, District 3 Jennifer Allen, Pima County, Arizona
. Vice-Chair County Board of Supervisors Adelita S Grijalva, Pima County, Arizona
. County Recorder Gabriella Cazares-Kelly, Pima County, Arizona
. County Attorney (D.A.) Laura Conover, Pima County, Arizona
. Chair of the County Board of Supervisors Rex Scott, Pima County, Arizona
. Vice Mayor & Ward 1 Council Member Lane R. Santa Cruz, City of Tucson, Arizona
. Council Member Kevin Dahl, City of Tucson, Arizona
. Mayor Clarinda Vail, Town of Tusayan, Arizona
. County Supervisor Nikki Check, Yavapai County, Arizona
. Chairman of the County Board of supervisors Martin Porchas, Yuma County, Arizona
. Former Mayor and Council Member Randall Putz, City of Big Bear Lake, California
. Mayor Pro Tem Gary Gardner City of Desert Hot Springs, California
. Council Member Waymond Fermon, City of Indio, California
. Supervisor, 2nd District Jeff Griffiths, Inyo County, California
. Council Member Lorraine Avila-Moore City of Lynwood, California
. Mayor Christine Bubser, Town of Mammoth Lakes, California
. Mayor Pro Tem Amanda Rice, Town of Mammoth Lakes, California
. City Council Member John Wentworth, Town of Mammoth Lakes, California
. City Council Member Nina Tarnay, City of Manhattan Beach, California
. Supervisor, District 5 Hardy Bullock Nevada County, California
. Council Member Evan Trubee, Palm Desert, California
. Supervisor, District 5 Cindy Gustafson, Placer County, California
. Council Member Natalya Zernitskaya, City of Santa Monica, California
. Mayor Jan Zabriskie, Town of Truckee, California
. Vice Mayor Anna Klovstad, Town of Truckee, California
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Council Member & Former Mayor Dr. Courtney Henderson, Town of Truckee, California
Council Member David Polivy, Town of Truckee, California

Colorado Speaker of the State House of Representatives Julie McCluskie, Colorado
Colorado State Senator Dylan Roberts, Colorado Senate District 8, Colorado
Colorado State Senator Mike Weissman, State Senate District 28, Colorado
Colorado State Senator Judy Amabile, SD-18, Boulder, Colorado

Colorado State Representative Meghan Lukens, House District 26, Colorado
Colorado State Representative HD57 Elizabeth Velasco Garfield, Eagle and Pitkin counties, Colorado
County Commissioner Kathy Henson, Adams County, Colorado

County Commissioner, District 1 Carrie Warren-Gully, Arapahoe County, Colorado
Mayor Torre, City of Aspen, Colorado

Mayor Pro Tem John Doyle, City of Aspen, Colorado

Council Member Ward Hauenstein, City of Aspen, Colorado

Council Member Ruth Stanley, Town of Avon, Colorado

Council Member Lindsay Hardy, Town of Avon, Colorado

ormer Mayor Sarah Smith Hymes, Town of Avon, Colorado

Mayor David Knight, Town of Basalt, Colorado

Council Member Angela Anderson Ward, Town of Basalt, Colorado

Council Member Angele Dupre-Butchart, Town of Basalt, Colorado

Council Member Hannah Berman Town of Basalt, Colorado

Former Council Member William Infante, Town of Basalt, Colorado

Mayor Nick Decicco, Town of Blue River, Colorado

Trustee Jonathon Heckman, Town of Blue River, Colorado

Trustee Noah Hopkins, Town of Blue River, Colorado

Trustee Ted Slaughter, Town of Blue River, Colorado

Trustee Barrie Stimson, Town of Blue River, Colorado

Trustee Ben Stuckey, Town of Blue River, Colorado

Trustee Jodie Willey, Town of Blue River, Colorado

County Commissioner Ashley Stolzmann, Boulder County, Colorado

County Commissioner Marta Loachamin Boulder County, Colorado

Former County Commissioner Elise Jones, Boulder County, Colorado

Mayor Aaron Brockett, City of Boulder, Colorado

Mayor Pro Tem Lauren Folkerts, City of Boulder, Colorado

Council Member Taishya Adams, City of Boulder, Colorado

Former Mayor Suzanne Jones, City of Boulder, Colorado

Mayor Kelly Owens, Town of Breckenridge, Colorado

Mayor Pro Tem Dick Carleton, Town of Breckenridge, Colorado

Council Member Marika Page, Town of Breckenridge, Colorado

Council Member Todd Rankin, Town of Breckenridge, Colorado

Town Manager Shannon Haynes, Town of Breckenridge, Colorado

Council Member Carol Saade, Town of Breckenridge, Colorado

Council Member, Jay Beckerman Town of Breckenridge, Colorado

Council Member Stephen Gerard, Town of Breckenridge, Colorado

Mayor Pro Tem Deven Shaff, City and County of Broomfield, Colorado
Council Member Paloma Delgadillo, City of Broomfield, Colorado

Trustee Michal Rosener, Town of Buena Vista, Colorado

Trustee Chris Hassig, Town of Carbondale, Colorado

Trustee Colin Laird, Town of Carbondale, Colorado

County Commissioner PT Wood, Chaffee County, Colorado

County Commissioner District 2 David Armstrong, Chaffee County, Colorado
County Commissioner Gina Lucrezi, Chaffee County, Colorado

Former County Commissioner Keith Baker, Chaffee County, Colorado
County Commissioner Jodie Hartman-Ball, Clear Creek County, Colorado
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County Commissioner George Marlin, Clear Creek County, Colorado
Council Member Gabi Prochaska, Town of Crested Butte, Colorado
Council Member Beth Goldstone, Town of Crested Butte, Colorado
Council Member Flor Alvidrez, City and County of Denver, Colorado
Mayor Carolyn Skowyra, Town of Dillon, Colorado

Mayor Jessika Buell, City of Durango, Colorado

Mayor Pro Tem Gilda Yazzie, City of Durango, Colorado

Council Member Dave Woodruff, City of Durango, Colorado

County Commissioner Jeanne McQueeney, Eagle County, Colorado
County Commissioner Tom Boyd, Eagle County, Colorado

County Commissioner Matt Scherr, Eagle County, Colorado

Former County Commissioner Kathy Chandler-Henry, Eagle County, Colorado
Council Member Geoffrey Grimmer, Town of Eagle, Colorado

Town Trustee Frank Lancaster, Town of Estes Park, Colorado

Council Member Tricia Canonico, City of Fort Collins, Colorado

Council Member Susan Gutowsky, City of Fort Collins, Colorado

Mayor Brian Cerkvenik Town of Fraser, Colorado

Trustee Julie White, Town of Fraser, Colorado

Mayor Rick Ihnken, Town of Frisco, Colorado

Council Member Daniel Kibbie, Town of Frisco, Colorado

Former Mayor Hunter Mortensen, Town of Frisco, Colorado

County Commissioner Sandy Hollingsworth, Gilpin County, Colorado
County Commissioner Susan Berumen, Gilpin County, Colorado

County Commissioner Jeff Aiken, Gilpin County, Colorado

Mayor Ingrid Wussow, City of Glenwood Springs, Colorado

Council Member Sumner Schachter, City of Glenwood Springs, Colorado
Council Member Jonathan Godes, City of Glenwood Springs, Colorado
Mayor Laura Weinberg, City of Golden, Colorado

Council Member, Ward 3 Don Cameron, City of Golden, Colorado
Council Member Patty Evans, City of Golden, Colorado

Mayor Abram Herman, City of Grand Junction, Colorado

Mayor Pro Tem Randall Reitz, City of Grand Junction, Colorado

Council Member and Former Mayor Anna Stout, City of Grand Junction, Colorado
Council Member Jason Nguyen, City of Grand Junction, Colorado
Council Member Scott Beilfuss, City of Grand Junction, Colorado
County Commissioner Laura Daniels, Gunnison County, Colorado
County Commissioner Jonathan D. Houck Gunnison County, Colorado
Mayor Diego Plata, City of Gunnison, Colorado

County Commissioner Heidi Eisenhour Jefferson County, Colorado
Council Member Jonathan Hagenow, Town of Keystone, Colorado
County Commissioner Elsa Tharp, Lake County, Colorado

County Commissioner Marsha Porter-Norton, La Plata County, Colorado
County Commissioner Matt Salka, La Plata County, Colorado

County Commissioner Clyde Church, La Plata County, Colorado

Tourism and Economic Development Director Adam Ducharme, Lake County, Colorado
County Commissioner Jody Shadduck-McNally, Larimer County, Colorado
County Commissioner John Kefalas, Larimer County, Colorado

Mayor Pro Tem Francisco Tharp, City of Leadville, Colorado

Mayor Pro Tem Susie Hidalgo-Fahring City of Longmont, Colorado
Council Member Shiquita Yarbrough, City of Longmont, Colorado
Mayor Hollie Rogin, Town of Lyons, Colorado

Trustee Glen Delman, Town of Lyons, Colorado

Council Member Judith Chandler, Manitou Springs, Colorado
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Mayor Martinique Prohaska, Mountain Village, Colorado

Mayor Billy Giblin, Town of Nederland, Colorado

Trustee and former Mayor Kristopher Larsen, Town of Nederland, Colorado
Mayor Andrew Ward Town of Ophir, Colorado

Former Mayor Corinne Platt, Town of Ophir, Colorado

County Commissioner Michelle Nauer, Ouray County, Colorado

County Commissioner Jake Niece, Ouray County

Trustee Sarah Matchett, Town of Palisade, Colorado

County Commissioner Greg Poschman, Pitkin County, Colorado

County Commissioner Francie Jacober, Pitkin County, Colorado

Mayor John I. Clark, Town of Ridgway, Colorado

Council Member Beth Lakin, Town of Ridgway, Colorado

Council Member Polly Kroger, Town of Ridgway, Colorado

Council Member Terry Schuyler, Town of Ridgway, Colorado

County Commissioner Sonja Macys, Routt County, Colorado

County Commissioner Angelica Salinas, Routt County, Colorado

Mayor Dan Shore, City of Salida, Colorado

Council Member Alisa Pappenfort, City of Salida, Colorado

Council Member Dominique Naccarato, City of Salida, Colorado

Council Member Wayles Martin City of Salida, Colorado

Council Member Aaron Stephens, City of Salida, Colorado

County Commissioner Scott Fetchenhier, San Juan County, Colorado
County Commissioner Anne Brown, San Miguel County, Colorado

County Commissioner Lance Waring, San Miguel County, Colorado

Former County Commissioner Joan May, San Miguel County, Colorado
Former County Commissioner Carmen Tucker, San Miguel County, Colorado
Former Mayor and Council Member and Former County Commissioner Amy Levek, Town of Telluride and San
Miguel County

Former County Commissioner Linda Luther-Broderick, 1984-1989, San Miguel County, Colorado
Former County Commissioner Art Goodtimes, San Miguel County, Colorado
Former County Commissioner Kris Holstrom, San Miguel County

Council Member Britta Gustafson, Town of Snowmass Village, Colorado
Council Member Susan Marolt, Town of Snowmass Village, Colorado
President of City Council Gail Garey, City of Steamboat Springs, Colorado
City Council Pro Tem Joella West, City of Steamboat Springs, Colorado
County Commissioner Eric Mamula, Summit County, Colorado

County Commissioner Nina Waters, Summit County, Colorado

County Commissioner Tamara Pogue, Summit County Colorado

Former County Commissioner Karn Stiegelmeier, Summit County, Colorado
Council Member Neal Shah, Town of Superior, Colorado

Council Member Jenn Kaaoush, Town of Superior, Colorado

Mayor Pro Tem J. Meehan Fee, Town of Telluride, Colorado

Council Member Ashley Story Von Spreecken, Town of Telluride, Colorado
Council Member Dan Enright, Town of Telluride, Colorado

Former Council Member and Mayor Pro Tem Todd Brown, Town of Telluride, Colorado
Mayor Travis Coggin, Town of Vail, Colorado

Council Member Jonathan Staufer, Town of Vail, Colorado

Council Member Pete Seibert, Town of Vail, Colorado

Council Member Samantha Biszantz, Town of Vail, Colorado

Council Member Dave Chapin, Town of Vail, Colorado

Former Mayor Kim Langmaid, Town of Vail, Colorado

Mayor Nick Kutrumbos, Town of Winter Park, Colorado

Mayor Pro Tem Jennifer Hughes, Town of Winter Park, Colorado
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Council Member Jeremy Henn, Town of Winter Park, Colorado

Council Member Michael Periolat, Town of Winter Park, Colorado

Council Member Riley McDonough, Town of Winter Park, Colorado
Council Member Art Ferrari, Town of Winter Park, Colorado

Council Member Rebecca Kaufman, Town of Winter Park, Colorado
County Commissioner Angenie McCleary, Blaine County, Idaho

County Commissioner Muffy Davis, Blaine County, Idaho

Former Mayor Hyrum Johnson, City of Driggs, Idaho

Council President Kaz Thea, City of Hailey, Idaho

Council Member Dustin Stone, Town of Hailey, Idaho

Council Member Courtney Hamilton, City of Ketchum, Idaho

Council Member Tripp Hutchinson, City of Ketchum, Idaho

County Commissioner Michael Whitfield, Teton County, Idaho

Former County Commissioner Bob Heneage, Teton County, Idaho

Retired Mayor Chuck Tooley, City of Billings, Montana

Mayor Terry Cunningham, City of Bozeman, Montana

Former Mayor Randy Gray, City of Great Falls, Montana

Commissioner Shannon Wilson, City of Great Falls, Montana

Mayor Wilmot Collins, City of Helena, Montana

Mayor Pro Tem & City Commissioner Emily Dean, City of Helena, Montana
City Commissioner Andy Shirtliff, City of Helena, Montana

County Commissioner Juanita Vero, Missoula County, Montana

County Commissioner Josh Slotnick, Missoula County, Montana

Mayor Andrea Davis, City of Missoula, Montana

Council President Amber Sherrill, City of Missoula, Montana

Council Member Eric Melson, City of Missoula, Montana

Council Member, Ward 3 Daniel Carlino, City of Missoula, Montana
Council Member Kristen Jordan, City of Missoula, Montana

Council Member, Ward 3 Gwen Jones, City of Missoula, Montana

Council Member Mirtha Becerra, City of Missoula, Montana

Speaker of the Nevada Assembly Steve Yeager, District 9, Clark County, Nevada
Assembly Majority Leader Sandra Jauregui, District 41, Clark County, Nevada
Assembly Majority Whip Howard Watts, District 15, Clark County, Nevada
State Senator Julie Pazina, District 12, Clark County, Nevada
Assemblymember Venicia Considine, District 18, Clark County, Nevada
County Commissioner Tick Segerblom, Clark County, Nevada

State Senator Angie Taylor, District 15, Washoe County, Nevada
Assemblymember Selena La Rue Hatch, District 25, Washoe County, Nevada
Assemblymember Natha Anderson, District 30, Washoe County, Nevada
County Commissioner Alexis Hill, Washoe County, Nevada

President Beth Smith, Washoe County School District, Nevada

Council Member Devon Reese, City of Reno, Nevada

Council Member Miguel Martinez, City of Reno, Nevada

Council Member Joe Rodriguez, City of Sparks, Nevada

Mayor Timothy M. Keller, City of Alouquerque, New Mexico

Council Member, District 7 Tammy Fiebelkorn, City of Albuquerque, New Mexico
Mayor Pro Tem Johana Bencomo, City of Las Cruces, New Mexico

Council Member Becky Corran Las Cruces, New Mexico

Council Member Cassie McClure, City of Las Cruces, New Mexico

Former Council Member, Mayor Pro Tem and Supervisor, DASWCD, Gill Sorg, Las Cruces, New Mexico
Mayor Russell Hernandez, Town of Mesilla, New Mexico

County Commissioner Hank Hughes, Santa Fe County, New Mexico
County Commissioner Camilla Bustamante, Santa Fe County, New Mexico
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Former County Commissioner Anna Hansen, Santa Fe County, New Mexico
Mayor Alan Webber, City of Santa Fe, New Mexico

County Commissioner District 5 and Chairman Ronald J Mascarenas, Penasco, Taos County New Mexico
County Commissioner Anlanette Brush, Taos County, New Mexico
County Commissioner Darlene Vigil, Taos County, New Mexico
Council Member Genevieve Oswald, Town of Taos, New Mexico
Council Member Corilia Ortega, Town of Taos, New Mexico
Council Member Darien Fernandez, Town of Taos, New Mexico
Mayor Tonya Graham, City of Ashland, Oregon

Council Member Bob Kaplan, City of Ashland, Oregon

Mayor Melanie Kebler, City of Bend, Oregon

Council Member Mike Riley, City of Bend, Oregon

Council MemberSteve Platt, City of Bend, Oregon

Council Member Ariel Méndez, City of Bend, Oregon

Former Bend Mayor Sally Russell, City of Bend, Oregon

County Commissioner Phil Chang, Deschutes County, Oregon
County Commission Chair Jennifer Euwer, Hood River County, Oregon
Council MemberAmanda Goeke, City of Hood River, Oregon
County Commissioner, District 3 Laurie Trieger, Lane County, Oregon
Council President Will Anderson, City of Milwaukie, Oregon
Council Member Paul Tigan, City of Salem, Oregon

Mayor Roger Bourke, Town of Alta, Utah

Former Council Member Margaret Bourke, Town Of Alta, Utah
Mayor Ann K. Leppanen, Town of Bluff, Utah

Mayor Pro Tem Britt Hornsby, Town of Bluff, Utah

Council Member Pamela Gibson, Town of Castle Valley, Utah
Council Member Robert O'Brien, Town of Castle Valley, Utah
Council Member Tory Hill, Town of Castle Valley, Utah

Council Member Harry Holland, Town of Castle Valley, Utah
County Commissioner Trisha Hedin, Grand County, Utah

County Commissioner Jacques Hadler, Grand County, Utah

County Commissioner Mary McGann, Grand County, Utah

Former County Commissioner Kevin Walker, Grand County, Utah
Former City Council Member Kalen Jones, City of Moab, Utah
Council Member Kaitlin Myers, City of Moab, Utah

Mayor Pam Leach, Town of Rockville, Utah

Council Member M. Honer-Orton, Town of Rockville, Utah

Council Member Robin Smith, Town of Rockville, Utah

Mayor Erin Mendenhall, Salt Lake City, Utah

Mayor Barbara Bruno, Town of Springdale, Utah

Council Member Kyla Topham, Town of Springdale, Utah

Council member Jack Burns, Town of Springdale, Utah

Former Council Member Lisa Zumpft, Town of Springdale, Utah
Former Council Member Louise Excell, Town of Springdale, Utah
Former Council Member Suzanne Elger, Town of Springdale, Utah
Council Member Randy Aton, Town of Springdale, Utah

County Councilor Megan McKenna, Summit County, Utah

Council Member Michael Lilliquist, City of Bellingham, Washington
Council Member Sonia Hury, City of Blaine, Washington

Mayor Pro Tem Sean Smith, City of Covington, Washington

Council Member Jennifer Harjehausen, City of Covington, Washington
Council Member Elizabeth Porter, City of Covington, Washington
Council Member Susan Paine, City of Edmonds, Washington
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Mayor Steven Yarbrough, City of Gold Bar, Washington

Council Member Marli Larimer, City of Kent, Washington

Council Member Position 4 MaryLee Chamberlain, Town of La Conner, Washington
Mayor Carl Florea, City of Leavenworth, Washington

Council Member Michael Bedard, City of Leavenworth, Washington

Mayor Pro Tem Anne Hessburg, City of Leavenworth, Washington

Council Member Zeke Reister, City of Leavenworth, Washington

Council Member Shane Thayer, City of Leavenworth, Washington

Council Member Craig Reynolds, Mercer Island, Washington

Council Member Tami Beaumont, City of Monroe, Washington

Mayor Katy Kinney Harris, Yarrow Point, Washington

Council Member Julia Stuble, City of Lander, Wyoming

Former Mayor Pete Muldoon, Town of Jackson, Wyoming

County Commissioner Vice Chairman Wes Gardner Teton County, Wyoming



