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Dear Aspen City Council, 

The Colorado Department of Transportation released the 2024 routine inspection report for 

the Colorado Highway 82 Castle Creek Bridge in Aspen. The report indicates the overall 

condition of the bridge as 'Fair' with no vehicle weight restrictions required to keep the 

bridge safely in service. The inspection on the bridge, currently on a two-year inspection 

cycle like most other CDOT bridges across the state, was completed September 25th and 

provides detailed inspection findings. 

This nearly 64-year-old bridge (constructed in 1961) has had routine maintenance and engineered 
repairs during its lifespan and remains a safe transportation facility. This bridge is on a 24-month 
inspection cycle with the next routine Inspection scheduled for September 2026. 

Inspection Findings: 
Inspections are categorized into three primary bridge components which include the Deck (section of 
the bridge that supports the driving surface), Superstructure (support for the deck, typically girders) 
and the Substructure (the elements that support the girders such as the columns and foundations). 

Examples of findings inspectors note include signs of distress, cracking, deterioration, section loss 
and leakage, misalignment, settlement, collision damage, corrosion, and scour. Scour is the term 
used when fast-moving water around a bridge removes sediment from around the bridge foundation, 
leaving behind holes that can compromise a bridge's integrity. 

The overall condition of the bridge based on the 2024 inspection is fair. Findings for each component 
include: 

• Deck component: 'Fair' condition due to isolated moderate cracks. Some of those
cracks are showing rust staining. The area with cracks makes up approximately 8% of the
deck area.

• Superstructure (girders) component: 'Fair' condition due to some moderate corrosion of
the steel (<10%, not affecting strength) and 53 of the 7,776 tack welds are partially cracked.
On this bridge, tack welds were used to hold parts in place in preparation to be riveted
together. The tack welds have no structural value once the parts were riveted. Inspectors
monitor these types of cracks for spreading over time and take action if there are any major
findings.
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