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March 20, 2024


Will Toor, Executive Director 
Christine Berg, Sr. Policy Analyst, Local Government 
Colorado Energy Office 
1600 Broadway, Suite 1960 
Denver, CO 80202 
 
RE: 	Letter of Commitment for Colorado’s application for a CPRG Implementation 	
Grant EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07 

Dear Mr. Toor and Ms. Berg:  

I am writing today in support of the Colorado Energy Office’s application on behalf of the State of Colorado for CPRG Implementation Grant funds for a Local Climate Action Accelerator program under EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07.  

The City of Aspen has led the way for many other cities and communities to take progressive action on climate change. In recent years, Aspen has adopted science-based targets of a 63% reduction by 2030, and 100% reduction (net-zero) by 2050 below 2017 greenhouse gas emissions levels. Additionally, Aspen also adopted waste-specific goals to reduce emissions as an output of the disposal of trash which include reducing organics in the landfill by 25% by 2025 and 100% by 2050 and achieving 70% diversion of total waste by 2050.To reach those ambitious goals, Aspen needs as much state and federal support as possible.

The Colorado Local Climate Action Accelerator program funded through the EPA’s CPRG Implementation Grant will help Aspen continue to take effective action to both cut emissions and respond to climate change warnings. Aspen is particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change: the increased frequency and magnitude of extreme weather events including from drought, wildfire, landslide, and flood have already caused harm to local environment, property and community health and safety. In addition, earlier loss of snow (and/or later arriving snow) mean a shorter season for skiing; changes in the timing of peak runoff from streams and rivers, and the potential for a longer fire season. A key indicator of local climate change is represented in the number of consecutive frost-free days. Since 1940, the number of frost-free days has increased by forty-six days, and by thirty days since 1980 (AGCI). This is the equivalent of losing a month of winter in less than a lifetime. Aspen’s local emissions and growing population of full-time and part-time residents, visitors, and commuters are contributing to this global climate emergency. 

The City of Aspen’s priorities as outlined in the Aspen Sustainability Action Plan 2023 overlap with the Colorado Local Climate Action Accelerator program in high polluting sectors including buildings, transportation, and waste: 
· Buildings: Aspen’s largest source of emissions is from the built environment. 57% of emissions can be attributed to heating/cooling buildings according to the 2020 Aspen community-wide greenhouse gas emissions inventory. Colorado’s Near-Term Actions for Local Government support policies that Aspen is currently working on and would like additional support with including progressive building energy codes, Building IQ (benchmarking energy use from existing buildings, and developing building performance standards that exceed state requirements).  
· Transportation: The transportation sector, including aviation, is the second largest emitting sector in Aspen. Near-Term Actions for Local Government that prioritize and support shared and active transportation and increased electrification align with Aspen’s goals.  
· Waste: The total amount of waste produced in Aspen each day is nearly four times the national average and the Pitkin County landfill is nearing its capacity. The City of Aspen is looking to cut down on waste and waste sector emissions through ordinance development which has included an update to the Municipal Code to prohibit organic material, such as food, from being thrown away as landfill trash in 2023. Additional support is needed to ensure ongoing compliance.  

Aspen places a strong emphasis on prioritizing benefits to Low-Income and Disadvantaged Communities and programs that will be supported through the CPRG Implementation Grant EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07 are designed around both local and regional impact. 

I am in full support of the Colorado Energy Office’s application for this funding and know that supporting local government climate action will position Aspen and the state to continue to demonstrate strong sustainability leadership and advance climate pollution reduction. Please let me know if you have any questions, and I appreciate the opportunity to support this important effort. 

Sincerely, 
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Mayor of Aspen
City of Aspen
427 Rio Grande Place 
Aspen, CO 81611
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